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ELECTRONICS

15.  Turn computers and monitors off when not in use.

16.  When buying a new computer, select an ENERGY STAR® model. Consider buying a laptop 
as it uses less energy than a comparable desktop. 

17.  Turn large-screen TVs off completely when not in use.

18.  Check for energy saving settings on flat-panel TVs like automatic brightness control and 
a power saving sleep mode. 

19.  Request an ENERGY STAR® set-top box from cable or satellite provider. 

20.  Turn off stereos and radios when not in use.

21.  Enable auto power down feature on gaming consoles. 

22.  If you don’t unplug them, use energy-saving modes or automatic sleep functions on     

         electronics.  

23.  Remember to turn off hair irons.

24.  Make sure electric blankets are turned off in the morning.

25.  Ensure all new appliances, electronics and lights are ENERGY STAR® labeled.

26.  Turn off pool pumps and heaters when not needed.

27.  Verify livestock water tank heaters are off when not needed.

28.  Make sure heat tape is off when not needed.

29.  Unplug battery chargers when not needed.

Other plug loads around the home can add up to be 8-15% of monthly energy use. 
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WATER HEATING

45.  For households with 1 or 2 members, a 115OF setting may work fine.

46.  Install a water heater wrap, also known as a water heater blanket, per 

         manufacturer’s instructions.

47.  Drain 1-2 gallons from bottom of water heater each year to reduce sediment build up.

48.  Install heat traps on hot and cold water lines when it’s time to replace your water heater.

49.  Insulate exposed hot water lines.

50.  Limit shower length to 5-7 minutes.

51.  Install water saving shower heads.

52.  Fix dripping faucets.

53.  Don’t let the water run while you are shaving or brushing your teeth.

Water Heating can amount to 12% of your annual energy use. 

101 WAYS TO SAVE 9

LAUNDRY

54.  Wash clothes in cold water. Use hot water only for very dirty loads.

55.  Only do full laundry loads.

56.  If you must do smaller loads, adjust the water level in the washing machine to match the  

         load size, especially when using hot water.

57.  Always use cold-water rinse.

58.  Use bath towels at least twice before washing them.

59.  Clean dryer’s lint trap before each load.

60.  Make sure the dryer’s outdoor exhaust door is not blocked or clogged. 

61.  Verify dryer vent hose is tightly connected to the inside wall fitting.

62.  Check that the dryer vent hose is tightly connected to dryer.

63.  Minimize clothes drying time by using an auto moisture sensor, if available.

64.  Dry consecutive loads to harvest heat remaining in dryer from last load.

65.  In hot weather, avoid running the dryer during the heat of the day. 

66. Consider using a “solar-powered” clothes dryer: an old fashioned clothes line.

Laundry can amount to 5-9% of your monthly energy use. 

TOUCHSTONEENERGY.COM
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95.  When using the fireplace, turn down your heating system thermostat. 

96.  When using the fireplace, open the outside air vent (if provided) 

         or open the nearest window slightly. 

97.  Keep fireplace dampers closed unless a fire is burning. 

98.  Ensure floor registers are not blocked with rugs, drapes or furniture.

99.  Caulk around storm windows and basement windows.

100.  Turn off bathroom and kitchen exhaust fans 15 minutes after the job is complete 

           or install 15 minute timers on bathroom ventilator fans.

101.  Plant trees and shrubs to provide shade on the east, south and west sides of 

          your home. Evergreen trees and shrubs can provide a windbreak on the north side. 

15TOGETHERWESAVE.COM

NOTES

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT YOUR NOT-FOR-PROFIT

 ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE. 
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